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CAMPUS SEXUAL VIOLENCE: 
RESEARCH AND RESPONSE 

SYMPOSIUM KEYNOTE ADDRESS

“ADDRESSING SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
MOVING FROM INSTITUTIONAL BETRAYAL 

TO INSTITUTIONAL COURAGE”

For the past 25 years, Dr. Freyd and her students have investigated the impact of  interpersonal 
trauma, discovering that betrayal is particularly toxic to both physical and mental health. More 
recently, Freyd and her students have conducted research on the impact institutional response 
has on individuals within universities, discovering that institutional betrayal can exacerbate the 
harm of  sexual trauma. In this lecture, Dr. Freyd will present these and other findings, with an 
eye toward steps institutions can take to address campus sexual violence, replacing 
institutional betrayal with institutional courage. Dr. Freyd has published more than 190 articles 
and is the author of  the award-winning book "Betrayal Trauma: The Logic of  Forgetting 
Childhood Abuse," as well as "Blind to Betrayal," co-authored with Pamela J. Birrell.


